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Abstract

In this work, we consider the problem of reconstructing a small anomaly
in a viscoelastic medium from wave-field measurements. We choose Szabo’s
model to describe the viscoelastic properties of the medium. Expressing the
ideal elastic field without any viscous effect in terms of the measured field in a
viscous medium, we generalize the imaging procedures, such as time reversal,
Kirchhoff Imaging and Back propagation, for an ideal medium to detect an
anomaly in a visco-elastic medium from wave-field measurements.

1 Introduction

We consider the problem of reconstructing a small anomaly in a viscoelastic medium
from wave-field measurements. The Voigt model is a common model to describe the
viscoelastic properties of tissues. Catheline et al. [10] have shown that this model
is well adapted to describe the viscoelastic response of tissues to low-frequency
excitations. We choose a more general model derived by Szabo et al. [16] that
describes observed power-law behavior of many viscoelastic materials. It is based
on a time-domain statement of causality [15]. It reduces to the Voigt model for the
specific case of quadratic frequency loss. Expressing the ideal elastic field without
any viscous effect in terms of the measured field in a viscous medium, we generalize
the methods described in [2, 3, 4, 5, §]; namely the time reversal, back-propagation
and Krichhoff Immaging, to recover the viscoelastic and geometric properties of an
anomaly from wave-field measurements.

The article is organized as follows. In section 2 we introduce a general visco-
elastic wave equation. section 3 is devoted to the derivation of the Green function
in a viscoelastic medium. In section 4 we present anomaly imaging procedures and
reconstruction methods in visco-elastic media. Numerical illustrations are provided
in section 5.

2 General Visco-Elastic Wave Equation

When a wave travels through a biological medium, its amplitude decreases with
time due to attenuation. The attenuation coefficient for biological tissue may be
approximated by a power-law over a wide range of frequencies. Measured attenua-
tion coefficients of soft tissue typically have linear or greater than linear dependence
on frequency [11, 15, 16].
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In an ideal medium; without attenuation, Hooke’s law gives the following rela-
tionship between stress and strain tensors:

T=C:S§ (1)

where 7, C and S are respectively stress, stiffness and strain tensors of orders 2, 4
and 2 and : represents tensorial product.

Consider a dissipative medium. Suppose that the medium is homogeneous and
isotropic. We write

C = [Cijmt] = [N0ij0rs + 1(05rdj1 + 0:1051)] » (2)
n = [Mije] = [Ms6ij0k1 + Mp(6ixdii + 6udjn)] (3)

where d4; is the Kronecker delta function, p, A are the Lamé parameters, and 7, 1,
are the shear and bulk viscosities, respectively. Here we have adopted the general-
ized summation convention over the repeated index.

Throughout this work we suppose that

Ny Ns << 1. (4)

For a medium obeying a power-law attenuation model and under the smallness
condition (4), a generalized Hooke’s law reads [16]

T(x,t) =C:S(z,t) +n: M(S)(z,t) (5)

where the convolution operator M is given by

—(=1)¥/? ?;;‘15 y is an even integer,
M(S) =< 2(y-— 1)!(—1)(‘”‘*‘1)/2% xSy is an odd integer, (6)
2 . H(f) . .
—2I'(y) sm(yﬂ'/Z)W xS y is a non integer.

Here H(t) is the Heaviside function and I" denotes the gamma function.
Note that for the common case, y = 2, the generalized Hooke’s law (5) reduces

to the Voigt model,

T:C:S—&—n:%—f. (7)

Taking the divergence of (5) we get
V-T=(A+p)V(V-u)+ jiAu,
where
A=A+nM(-) and = p+nM().
Next, considering the equation of motion for the system, i.e.,

0%u
-— —-F=V-7 8
P o : (8)
with p being the constant density and F the applied force. Using the expression for

V - T, we obtain the generalized visco-elastic wave equation

0%u < _
Pz —F=(+m)V(V-u)+pdu (9)



3 Green’s Function

In this section we find the Green function of the viscoelastic wave equation (9). For
doing so, we first need a Helmholtz decomposition.

3.1 Helmholtz Decomposition

The following lemma holds.

Lemma 3.1 If the displacement field u(x,t) satisfies (9), w =VA+V xB
and u(z,0) = VC+V x D and if the body force F = V4V X 1, then there exist
potentials p,, and ¥, such that

ou:V<pu+V><1/)u;V'1/)u=0;

2 vp M Vp
o Lgn = Lt Ay +pM(Ap,) = ZL — 22 pc(%w) + A, + g/\/l(afgou);
b 8;;2;“, = % + CEA% + VSM(AwU) ~ %f - Vsj\p/tcgwf) + C?A% + %SM(@?%),
with 549 5
Cg: + M’ ngﬁ, Vp:m’ and Vs:E~
p p p p
Proof.For ¢, and 1, defined as
t T
oulz,t) = / / {if + (¢ + vpM)(V - u)] dsdr +tA+C (10)
0o Jo
t T QZ; . .
V(2. 1) :/ / (R4 v M)V x )| dsdr +tB + D (11)
o Jo p

we have the required expression for u. Moreover, it is evident from (11) that

V-1, =0

Now, on differentiating ¢, and 1, twice with respect to time, we get

oy pf

s + 2 Apy + vpM(Apy)
32% wf 2

(‘%2 = 7 + CSAwu + VbM(A¢u)

Finally, applying M on last two equations, neglecting the higher order terms in v,
and v, and injecting back the expressions for M(Ag,,) and M(Av,), we get the

required differential equations for ¢, and ,,. |
Let
Km(w) = w\/<1 - ng‘M(w))7 m=s,p, (12)
c'm

where the multiplication operator M(w) is the Fourier transform of the convolution
operator M.

If ¢, and 1, are causal then it implies the causality of the inverse Fourier
transform of K,,(w),m = s,p. Applying the Kramers-Kronig relations, it follows
that

—SmE o, (w) =H [%eKm(w)] and ReK,,(w) =H [%me(w)] . m=p,s,
(13)



where H is the Hilbert transform. Note that H? = —I. The convolution operator
M given by (6) is based on the constraint that causality imposes on (5). Under the
smallness assumption (4), the expressions in (6) can be found from the Kramers-
Kronig relations (13). One drawback of (13) is that the attenuation, SmK,,(w),
must be known at all frequencies to determine the dispersion, ReK,, (w). However,
bounds on the dispersion can be obtained from measurements of the attenuation
over a finite frequency range [13].

3.2 Solution of (9) with a Concentrated Force.

Let u;; denote the i-th component of the solution u; of the elastic wave equation
related to a force F concentrated in the z;-direction. Let j = 1 for simplicity and
suppose that

F=-Tt)j(x—&e =—-T()o(x—&)(1,0,0), (14)

where ¢ is the source point and (e, ez, e3) is an orthonormal basis of R3. The
corresponding Helmholtz decomposition of the force F can be written [14] as

F=Vp;+V x9y,

_T@®) o
01 =27 a0 (5) (15)
T(t) ) 3
Vr = (0, g0 (7))~ 952 (i)) ;
where r = |z — £|.
Consider the Helmholtz decomposition for u;; as
u;r = V1 +V X 1/71 (16)
where ¢1 and 1, are the solutions of the equations
1 0% v vpM(of) @
N Yo (020 = WMD) _ 6 17
®1 012) ot2 + C?)M( t(pl) pcg CIQ)p ( )
1 621/}1 Vs 9 Us/\/l(wf) ’(/Jf
_ -4 5 =2 77 . 1
Mo - gt + BM(op) = B - (15)

Taking the Fourier transform of (16),(17) and (18) with respect to ¢t we get

U =V +V X iy (19)
K3 (w v, M b Dy
Apr + I;g )951 =2 (C(Z)@f - %, (20)
P P P pCp
- K2(w) - Ve M(w)y) b
ady + By, wMly Yy (21)
: pes pe:

with K, (w), m = p, s, given by (12).
It is well known that the Green’s functions of the Helmholtz equations (20) and
(21) are

K
e\/jlizl"(lw) r
~m

g™ (r,w) = , M =s,p.

4rr

Thus, following [14] we write ¢ as

. e _ VPM(W) T(W) A _ i#
Pr(w,wi§) = (1 & ) p(4mc,)? /vgp(x X’w)am Ix — §\dVX'

P
4




and divide the volume V into spherical shells of radius A centered at observation
point z. On each shell §P(x — x,w) rests constant. So we have

W) T [ 01
2 ) (i, 2 Jo P (h,w) e Rdadh.

with h = |z — x|, R = |x — £| and do the appropriate surface element.

As [1]
0 1y [0 h>r
087)(1 R) 47Th28%1 (%) h<r

Therefore, we have following expression for ¢;:

1 (z,w€) = — <1 - W) T(w) 9 (1)

cz 4mp Oxq \r

¢1(r,wi§) = — (1 -

r/cp
/ Ce\/lep(w)C d¢. (22)
0

In the same way, the vector 1[)1 is given by

. L VSM(w) T(w) 0 (1 0 (1 r/es V=IK, (w)¢
wl(x’w’g)(lC?)‘W(O’axa(r>’3m<r>)/o . “

(23)
Introduce the following notation:
r/Cm
() = Ay [ ¢V g (24)
0
E,(z,w) = ApeV TEm@ e (25)
AM@=<L”%$”>,m=n& (26)

We obtain, after a lengthy but simple calculation, that u;; is given by

i = D0 () [T (r,w) — I (r,w)] + ol 28 00 B ()

4wp Oz 47rp012)7' Ox; Oxq

T(w r Or
+ (w) (6i1 - 867:”569:1) ES(’I“, UJ),

dmwpc2r

and therefore, it follows that the solution u;; for an arbitrary j is

A T w T w
i = T 3y — 633) & [La(r,w) — Ly(r,w)] + 4,5,)6)5 VY57 Ep(r,w)

T(w

+ﬁ (0i5 — viv) 1 Es(r,w),

where v; = (z; — &)/r.

3.3 Green’s function

If we substitute 7'(t) = d(t), where delta is the Dirac mass, then the function u;; =
G;; is the i-th component of the Green function related to the force concentrated
in the z;-direction. In this case, we have T(w) = 1. Thus, we have the following
expression for CA?,;j:

Gij = 3mp (3% = 0i5) 75 [1s(r,w) = Ip(r, )] + gz Y%7 Ep (7, )

+47r][-)c§ (5L] - ’Y?,-Yj) %ES(T’ w),
5



which implies that

Gij(r,w; &) = g7 (r,w) + G;;(r,w) + g7 (r,w), (27)
where ) )
Gij (rw) = o (3775 = 043) 5 [s(r,w) = Ip(r,w)], (28)
R Ap(w R
gfj (T7 W) = P(2 )’Yi’ngp(7°7w)7 (29)
PCyp
and Aw)
P s\W A5
gij(ra w) = F (65 —7v5) §°(r, w). (30)

Let G(r,t;§) = (Gy;(r,t;€)) denote the transient Green function of (9) associ-
ated with the source point . Let G™(r,;€) and W,,(r,t) be the inverse Fourier

transforms of A,,(w)§™(r,w) and I, (r,w),m = p, s, respectively. Then, from (27-
30), we have

Gij(r t;€) = é%%‘@](ﬁt;f) + é (0i5 — vivy) G (1,45 €)
(31)
i (3777 — 0i5) 75 Wil t) = Wy(r,1)].

Note that by a change of variables,

4 s
Wnlr,t) = /0 Ca™ (¢, 1 €)dC.

m

4 Imaging procedure

Consider the limiting case A — 4+00. The Green function for a quasi-incompressible
visco-elastic medium is given by

Gij(r,t;6) = ,,% (6ij — vivy) G* (1, ;€)
5z (375 = 0ig) 55 Jy GG BE)dC
To generalize the detection algorithms presented in [2, 3, 5, 4, 8] to the visco-elastic

case we shall express the ideal Green function without any viscous effect in terms
of the Green function in a viscous medium. From

G(r,1:6) = %27 /R VT A (1) g () d,

it follows that

7 1 oV I(—wtt Bl
G*(r, t;€) = E/]RAS(w) - dw.

4.1 Approximation of the Green Function

Introduce the operator

1 teo
Lo(t) = o /R /0 Ay(w)p(r)eV TRVt g7 g,



for a causal function ¢. We have

G (r ey = LT /)y

Arr

and therefore,
o(r —r/cs)

L*G*(r,t;8) = L*L( -

),

where L* is the L?(0, +o0)-adjoint of L. R
Consider for simplicity the Voigt model. Then, M(w) = —v/—1w and hence,

v =1, v =1y,
Ki(w)=wy/1+ Vs mw+ Vw2,
2 2¢2

under the smallness assumption (4). The operator L can then be approximated by

- too _ s 2,
Lo(t) = %/R/O As(w)o(r)e 2¢3 V1= dr dw.

Since
vs 2 c2(r—t)2
/6726%0’1 Te\/jlw(‘rft) dio — V2meg 6_%
R N
and

Vs / 2 (r_ )2
\/fl/ we 3T VT —t) g 2mes Qe—iséyﬂ” 7
. e o

it follows that

Lo(t) = / e (32)
o 0 ;¢ T \/271'1/57'6 ) T
Analogously,
Lr(t) = / T gy (33)
—Jo t 4 s/27rz/ste ’ T

Since the phase in (33) is quadratic and v, is small then by the stationary phase
theorem A.1, we can prove the following theorem:

Theorem 4.1
T* 1 A0 Vs ¥ ~ Vg
Lo~ ¢+ Tcgatt(t(ﬁ)v Lo~ ¢+ Etatt(lsv

and s y
L'Lp~ ¢+ ;;at (t09), (34)

and therefore,
~ VS
(L E) o~ 6 — L50,(10,9). (3)
O

Proof. (See appendix A)



4.2 Reconstruction Methods

From the previous section, it follows that the ideal Green function, é(7 — r/cs)/(4nr),
can be approximately reconstructed from the viscous Green function, G*(r, t;£), by
either solving the ODE

Vs * Y8
»+ Cﬁat(tatéﬁ) = L*G*(r, t;§),
with ¢ = 0,¢ < 0 or just making the approximation

8(r = rfe,)/(4mr) & LGP (r ) = 50,1017 G* (1 ).

S

Once the ideal Green function §(7 — r/cs)/(47r) is reconstructed, one can find
its source £ using a time-reversal, a Kirchhoff or a back-propagation algorithm. See
2, 3, 4, 5].

Using the asymptotic formalism developed in [5, 6, 7], one can also find the
shear modulus of the anomaly using the ideal near-field measurements which can
be reconstructed from the near-field measurements in the viscous medium. The
asymptotic formalism reduces the anomaly imaging problem to the detection of the
location and the reconstruction of a certain polarizability tensor in the far-field and
separates the scales in the near-field.

5 Numerical Illustrations

In this section, we illustrate the profile of the Green function. We choose parameters
of simulation as in the work of Bercoff et al.[9]: we take p = 1000, ¢; = 1, ¢, = 40,
r = 0.015 and v, = 0.

In figure 1, we plot temporal representation of the green function:

1 s
t— 7012) (Gp(r,t;f) +G (T’,t,f)) +

T Vel ) = Wy (1)

for three different values of y and vs. We can see that the attenuation behavior

varies with respect to different choices of power law exponent y. One can clearly

distinguish the three different terms of the Green function; i.e. G§;, G7; and G7}.
Figure 2 corresponds to spatial representation of the green function:

(3(x/r)*=1) [Wi(r,t) = Wy(r,1)],

(2,y) — p% ((2/r)2GP(r,:6) + (1 — (a/r)2)C* (r, 1)) +

2 47 pr3

for different values of y at t = 0.015. As expected, we get a diffusion of the wavefront
with the increasing values of y and depending the choice of v;.

In figure 3, we illustrate the results of the approximation of the operator L¢
with the smooth function ¢(t) = exp(—50 (t —1).2)”. As shown by the stationary
phase theorem A.1 , the numerically calculated L°°-error

VS
[L¢ — <¢+ 202t¢//) l| oo (m+)

is of order two.
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Figure 1: Temporal response to a spatio-temporal delta function using a purely
elastic Green’s function (red line) and a viscous Green’s function (blue line): Left,
y =15, v, =4; Center, y = 2, v, = 0.2 ; Right, y = 2.5, vs = 0.002.
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Figure 2: 2D spatial response to a spatio-temporal delta function at ¢ = 0.015 with
a purely elastic Green’s function, a viscous Green’s function with y = 2, v, = 0.2
and y = 2.5, v, = 0.002.
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Figure 3: Approximation of L via stationary phase theorem : Left, comparison
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6 Conclusion

In this paper, we have computed the Green function in a visco-elastic medium obey-
ing a frequency power-law. For the Voigt model, which corresponds to a quadratic
frequency loss, we have used the stationary phase theorem A.1 to reconstruct the
ideal Green function from the viscous one by solving an ODE. Once the ideal Green
function is reconstructed, one can find its source £ using the algorithms in [2, 3, 4, 5]
such as time reversal, back-propagation, and Kirchhoff Imaging. For more general
power-law media, one can recover the ideal Green function from the viscous one by
inverting a fractional derivative operator. This would be the subject of a forthcom-

ing paper.

A Proof of Theorem (4.1)

The proof of theorem (4.1) is based on the following theorem (see [12, Theorem
7.7.1)).

Theorem A.1 (Stationary Phase)Let K C [0, 00)
neighborhood of K and k a positive integer. If ¢ €
Im(f) > 0 in X, Im(f(to)) = 0, ['(to) = 0, /"(to)
fore>0

be a compact set, X an open
C3(K), f € C3**+(X) and
£0, f'#£0in K\ {to} then

/Kwt)eif“)/edx — O (to) /2mi) 2D L] < OF Y sup o) (@)

i<k a2k

Here C' is bounded when f stays in a bounded set in C3*T1(X) and |t — to|/|f ()]
has a uniform bound. With,

g 6) = £(2) = f(to) = 5" (10}t~ to)?

which vanishes up to third order at ty, we have

=2 >0

v—pu=32v>3u

U,M, Y (to) " (gt) ) (to). O

10



Note that L; can be expressed as the sum Ly¢) = Lo 4+ L2t + L3¢, where L7 is
respectively associate to the pair (v;, 1;) = (1,0),(2,1),(3,2) and is identified to

Liv = FHf"(t) "' P (to)

LR = g (00) 2 (00g) (1) = " (10) > (01 (10} (t0) + 491 (000 ()
L3 = g £ (t0) (97,) O (ko) = 55zt /" (t0)~(92,)® (to ) ().

Now we turn to the proof of formula (34). Let us first consider the case of
operator L*. We have

2 Co o= g = i (/e
Lo = [ Fotn—te St dr = ([ wtmenor),

with, f(r) = in(r —t)%, € = %% and (1) = 7¢(7). Remark that the phase f
satisfies at 7 =t , f(t) =0, f'(t) =0, f"(t) = 2iw # 0. Moreover, we have

if(t)/ ( 71f//( )/21-71_)*1/2 _ \/E
gi(1) = f(7) = f(t) = f”()(T—t) =0
Ligp(t) = Lig(t) = 5 £7(0) 710" (1) = £ (te)".

Thus, Theorem A.1 implies that

Eo) - (o) + 500" )| < S X supl (o))

a<4

The case of the operator Lis very similar. Note that

Lo = [ Lo e H -5 e )
o T T \/27ws7'e ’ T Ve \Jo ’

with f(7) = i’ﬂ'ﬂ, €=

T

r (1) = ¢(T)T*%. It follows that

. t? , 1
fi(r) =im (1 - 72> o [ = 2w, [ = 2ime,
and the function ¢;(7) equals to

. (r—1t)?2 . (T*f)Qi, (t—1)3
gt(T)—Zﬂ' - —m p =T e

We deduce that

{(wﬂ‘*) () = (o Ow(e) + 49 (0w @) = im (Ho() - He'(1)
(GO (1) = (D) OWh(t) = —7*Fo (1),

and then,

Ly =2 @) ) = £t (£) = & (Viero) - L2+ 3.4)
139 = &0 (o ()0(5) + 497 (' (1) = & (3
L3 = gt /(O3 O W(s) = & (£84),

where ¢(7) = ¢(7)/7. Then, we have

11




L'y Liv + Ly + L}

_ 1 1 dt)y (3 9 15\o(t)) 1 N
an (ﬁ(b A Vi ! (42+4) W) AVt <t¢(t)) o Amt

and again Theorem A.1 shows that

\w) - (¢<t> 3 w”(t))‘ < Cte2 Y sup ) (1)

a<4d
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