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Abstract

We study a non—overlapping domain decomposition method for the harmonic Maxwell
equations with a new kind of interface condition. We derive optimal transmission condi-
tions for the harmonic Maxwell system in R? following the procedure that M. Gander et
al. have used for Helmholtz equation. We obtain in this way interface conditions with
second order tangential derivatives, which guarantee convergence for both propagative
and evanescent modes. We then propose two iterative solvers for the Maxwell equations
based on a domain decomposition procedure where such conditions are enforced on the
interface. Some numerical results for a two domain decomposition show the effectiveness
of the optimized interface conditions.

1 Introduction

The numerical solution of the time-harmonic Maxwell system over a large three-dimensional
domain is a difficult task. The linear system resulting from the finite element approximation
is complex and the matrix is neither hermitian nor definite. In order to construct an efficient
iterative method to solve this system, domain decomposition can be used. We concentrate
in non overlapping domain decomposition methods. The idea is to decompose the domain
into several non overlapping subdomains and to solve in parallel the local problems. This
procedure leads to an iterative method that converges to the solution of the original problem
if the solutions in the subdomains are related by means of suitable boundary conditions at the
interface. The performance of the method depends drastically on the choice of this interface
conditions.

The earliest non overlapping domain decomposition method for the time-harmonic Maxwell
system was introduced in [5] with an interface condition of Robin type. For this algorithm
it is proved that the local solutions converge to the corresponding restrictions of the global
solution weakly in the spaces of complex vector functions of L? with curl in L?. In his Ph.D.
Thesis, Chevalier [2] proposed a modification of the Robin interface condition by adding a
second order differential operator along the interface. For this new algorithm there is not an
accurate convergence analysis. Another interface condition involving a second order tangen-
tial operator is analyzed in [3], where some numerical results are given for a model problem
with conditions of radiative type on the boundary. A Fourier analysis shows that, for the
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interface conditions used in these three algorithms, the iteration map is not a contraction for
evanescent modes.

Using this Fourier analysis and proceeding as M.J. Gander, F. Magoulés and F. Nataf
for Helmholtz equation (see [6]) we identify two families of interface conditions that lead to
iteration maps that are contractive for both propagative and evanescent modes. Both families
involve a second order tangential differential operator. The first family of interface conditions
depends on a complex parameter p € C, while the second one depends on two parameters,
one real (r € R) and one purely imaginary (ig, ¢ € R). We will refer in the sequel to the
first family as to symmetric interface conditions, and to the second one as to unsymmetric
interface conditions. The parameters p € C, and 7,q € R can then be optimized, namely
they can be chosen in order to minimize the convergence rate of the corresponding iterative
procedure.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 the model problem in R? is solved by
means of an additive Schwarz method in a very general framework: by means of a Fourier
analysis, we derive two families of interface conditions which guarantee convergence for both
propagative and evanescent modes. An optimization is then performed on the parameters
describing such families. In Section 3 the proposed domain decomposition algorithms are
detailed for a two-domain decomposition at both the continuous and the discrete level. In
Section 4 the algorithms are validated by some numerical tests. Finally, in Section 5, a survey
of the non-overlapping domain decomposition algorithms for the harmonic Maxwell system
previously appeared in literature is given: the interface conditions in these algorithms can
be easily included in the general framework we introduced in Section 2, and are compared
numerically with the conditions we propose.

2 Optimized interface conditions for a model problem in R?

The harmonic solutions of Maxwell equations are complex valued fields E and H such that
the following fields

E(x,t) = Re(E(x)exp(iwt)),

H(x,t) = Re(H(x)exp(iwt))

satisfy the Maxwell system. The positive number w is called the pulsation of the harmonic
wave. E and H satisfy the time-harmonic equations

curl E —swuH =0 (1)
curl H + tweE = J

where J is the amplitude of the applied current density.
The model problem we consider is the second order time-harmonic Maxwell equation
obtained from (1) by eliminating either the magnetic field H or the electric filed E. It reads

curlcurlu — w?u=F inQ, (2)

where, for sake of simplicity in notations, we have normalized both the electric permittivity
¢ and the magnetic permeability p (i.e. ¢ = p = 1). When u stands for the electric field,
F :={wJ; on the other hand, if u is the magnetic field, F := curl J.

We present the analysis in the domain £ = R® with the radiation condition

lim r(curl u X n + iwu) =0 (3)
T—>00



where r = |x|, n = x/|x].

We decompose the domain in two non-overlapping subdomains Qp := R? x (—o0,0)
and Q7 := R? x (0,400) and we set I' := Qp N Q7. Since, as it is well known in domain
decomposition literature, an iterative algorithm of Schwarz type without overlap does not
converge when Dirichlet interface conditions are used, we consider the following iterative
algorithm with more general interface conditions:

curl curl uf;l w? gl =F in Qp
curl ;' x ng + § (u]+ )=curlw) x ng+ Sp(v). ) onT
B B B\Upr) — T B B\Ur - )

curl curl u ] ouQujT+1 F in Qp
j+1 j+1 j j
curl uz™ x ny + Sr(uy,) = curl up x ny + Sy(up ) onT .

Here Sp and St are two linear operators acting in the tangential direction on the interface
and qu ‘= ng X u]L X ng = nr X ui x ny for L = B,T. Tt is then easy to see that, if
ker(Sp + St) = {0}, we recover at convergence the solution of the single domain problem.

Since the problems involved are linear, it is enough to analyze the convergence to the zero

solution for the homogeneous system. Note that since curl curl v + Vdiv v = —Av, the
homogeneous equation curl curl u) ™ — wQuJL+1 = 0 is equivalent to
—Au JH (.uQuJL+1 0 in Qg 5)
dlvuJL“:o inQ, L=BT.

We perform a partial Fourier transform in the z and y directions, that we denote with F,
and we call k1 and ko the corresponding dual variables. The transform F is defined as

Fu(z,y, z) — u(ky, ko, 2) // u(z,y,z)e —i(k1z-+k2y) dz dy.
R2

Then we obtain

( 2741 .
_aauzg +(k%+k§_w2)ﬁ§q:0 (k1,ko) €ER2, 2 <0
—iki W) — ikylilyy + 0,005 =0 (k1,k2) €R2, 2 <0

F(curl u];l) x ng + op(ky, kg)(ujl?+T1)
= F(curl uT) x ng + O'B(kl,kQ)(uTT) (k1,k2) ER?, 2 =10,

P R R - WD) =0 (k1 ko) €R2, 2 > 0
—iky L — ik + 0, =0 (k1,k2) €R?, 2> 0

F(curl uj;rl) x ny + or(k1, kQ)(uJT+T1)
= .7:((3111'1 uB) X nr + O’T(kl,kg)(uBT) (k‘l,kz) S RZ, z=0,

\

where o, denotes the symbol of the operator St.



The general solutions of —a;zﬁf + (k? + k2 —w?)ur, =0, (L = B,T) are

iy (k1, ko, 2) = ap(k1, ko)e™ + b (ki ky)e

where A = A(k1, k2) = \/k? + k3 — w? denotes the root of the characteristic equation which is
either real and positive or purely imaginary. Since the radiation conditions exclude growing
solutions as well as incoming modes at infinity we obtain that bp(ki,ks) = ar(ki, ko) = 0,

hence
Up(k1, ko, 2) = ap(ky, k2)et?
ﬁT(kl, k‘g, Z) = bT(kl, kg)e_)‘z.

(From the transformed divergence free conditions —ikiur, 1 — ikoUr 2 + 0,Ur 3 = 0 we get

Xupsz = Oupz = i(kiupy + kaUpya)
—Mury = Our3y = i(kiur,1 + koturz2),
thus, for A # 0,
. 7 - - T, . -
U3 = X(kluB,l + ko 2) urz = —X(kluT,l + kol 2).

This means that we can write F(curl uz) X nz, in terms of the tangential components on T',
(4r,1,8r,2)- In fact we can prove the following result.

Proposition 1 Let uy (L = B,T) be a solution of

—Auy —w?ur, =0 in Qp,

div uy, = 0 mn QL,
lim, o r(curl uy, X n+ iwuy) =0,

~

and let Uy, := [ gL’l ] Then
L2

2
AF(curlug) x np = [ RUL Ow UL ]

where R = R(ky, ko) is the matriz

. k3 —kike

Proof.- This result can be found in [2]. We include here the proof for completeness. We
consider the case L = B but the proof is analogous for L = T.

Since
[ —ikolip 3 — 6%2’2 ] k2 (kiiip,) + kolip o) — Mip,o
.7:(cur1 uB) = 3%1;,1 + iklaB,?, = /\’173,1 — %(kﬂ?B’l + kz’aB’Q)
| —ik‘lﬂB,Q + ik2ﬂ3’1 i _iklﬂB,Q + ’ik’zaB,l



we easily conclude

NGp 1 — ki (kitipy + kot 2) (k2 — w?)ip,1 — kikolip o
)\.7:(C111‘] uB)an = —kQ(klaB’l + kgﬂB,z) + /\2’711\3,2 = —kgqu’IB,l + (k‘% - w2)ﬂ3,2
0 0

Remark 1 We recall that for a function q:R?> — R?, curl q = % — %—‘g and

1(3@ _ 6‘11)
oy \ Ox oy
curl curl q =
_i(a(h 3(11)
or \ O y

It is then easy to see that
RUL = F(curl curl ug, ;).

Since the third components in the above expressions vanish identically, we can express the
action of one iteration of the algorithm (6), in terms of Ug and Uy, as

LRUL — UL + 05U%™ = ~L(RUY — w?UL) + 05U
LRUM - Ut + or U = —L(RU) — w?UYL) + o7 U,
If o and or are such that the matrix (R — w?I + \op,) is invertible for L = B, T, we have
U, = (R— w?I + Xop) ' (—~R+ w?I + Aop) U},
U = (R — wT + Aor) Y (=R + w?I + Aor) U7,
Given UY and UY, if we let
Mg := (R — W T + Aog) " H(—R+ w?’I 4+ XoB)(R — w?I + dor) (=R + w?I + Xo7)
and
Mr = (R — I + Xor) L (=R + W2 + \or)(R — w?I + Aog) " (=R + w’I + \og),

we can write
2n 7 1710 on 7110
Ug' = MzUpg U7 = M5 Ur.

Since the matrices Mg and My share the same spectrum as a function of ki and ko,
we can define the convergence rate of the algorithm as being the spectral radius of Mg (or,
equivalently, My ), namely

p(k1, k2) == p(M1) = p(Mp).

Thus, the sequence (U%, U%w) converges to zero if and only if p < 1.

Notice that if og = o then Mg = My = N? with N = (R—w?I + Xo) "} (—=R+w?T + \o).
Moreover, choosing o = or = +(R — w?I), the operator R — w?I + Aog, = 2(R — w?I) is

invertible if and only if w # 0 and w? # |k|? := k? + k3: in this case p(M7) = p(Mg) = 0,



and the algorithm converges in two iterations. Unfortunately, due to the presence of the

square root in the symbol, this choice corresponds to non—local operators S; which cannot

be used in practice in the real domain where computations take place. In order to overcome

this problem we replace A with a constant, in other words, we take oy, = ﬁ(R — w? 1) with

pr € C independent of k1 and k. In this way, for L = B, T, Sy, is the second order operator
1

Sr = p—(curl reurl r — W?1) (7)
L

. —
where curl 1 is the surface scalar curl operator and curl r the surface vector curl operator.
With this position, the iterative matrix on the interface is

—PB+)\—pT+)\I

Mn = Moy —
B T pPB+ A pr+A

(8)

and the convergence rate is in fact a function of |k|?, which depends only on the choice of the
parameters pp and pr. In the remaining part of the section we present two suitable choices
for such parameters.

2.1 Symmetric interface conditions

The most natural choice is to take pg = pr = p € C, which amounts to use the same operator
in the interface condition on both subdomains: we thus refer to this choice as symmetric
interface conditions. With our positions, owing to (8), the sequence (U%,U7) converges if

and only if
—p + A2

ooy k) = |7

On one hand, for evanescent modes (|k|> > w?), we have that

—p+ A2 (—Rep++/I[k? —w?)?+ Tmp)?  |p|* + |k]* — w? —27?,ep\/|k|2—w2
P+ A (Rep + /|k|? — w?)?2 + (Zm p)? |p|2+|k\2—w2—|—27?,ep\/|k|2—w2

if and only if Rep > 0.
On the other hand, for propagative modes (|k|? < w?), we similarly have

ot A (Repl® + (mp BT _ |+ = o = 2y G TP
P+ A (Rep)? + (Imp+ Jw? — |k|?) Ip|?2 + w? — |k]2 + 2Zmpy/w? — |k|?
if and only if Zmp > 0.

Notice, however, that for |k|2 = w? the convergence rate p(p, |k|) = 1 for all p € C.
This analysis leads us to consider algorithm (4) with the second order interface conditions

( i1 1, 9 i+1
curl w},”" x ng + 5 (curl peurl —w I)(u’; )

=curlu} x ng + p(curl reurl p — wQI)(u%w,T)

curl W} x ng + %(curl reurl p — wQI)(uJT+Tl)

= curl u% X ny + p(curl reurl o — w”)(ui;ﬁ).



on I'. The complex parameter p is chosen with Rep, Zmp € RT. In the following we call
t:={qg€eC|Req>0,Tmqg>0}.

The best choice of p is the one that gives a minimal convergence rate. As we have noted
before, if |k|2 = w? then p(p,|k|) = 1 for all p € C*. However, following [6], we can restrict
ourselves to consider spatial frequencies such that |k| € I := (m,w_) U (w4, M) where w_
and w; are parameters to be chosen such that w_ < w < w4, where m denotes the smallest
value of |k| relevant to the subdomain and where M is the largest value of |k| supported by
the numerical grid. This largest frequency is of order /h. Hence we choose p°P! as being the
solution of the following optimization problem

opt

= min max k

ps” = minmax|p(p, [k])]

that coincides with the one analyzed in [6], whose solution is given by

Re p°Pt = Tm p°P* \/\/W2 2\/M2 ) (10)

and provides the convergence rate

NI

- VR (S )+ e
() R

2.2 Unsymmetric interface conditions

opt __
Ps

Another opportunity stems from the expression of matrices Mg and My in (8), and from the
fact that A is either real and positive or purely imaginary: choosing one parameter real and
positive and the other one purely imaginary (with positive imaginary part), the reduction
factor is strictly smaller than 1 for all modes. To fix the ideas, if we take, for instance,
pg =1 € R, and pr = iq, ¢ € R", the reduction factor is given by

—r+ A —ig+ A (11)
r+ A ig+ A

(and we claim that the inverse choice provides the same result). We immediately have, for
propagative modes

p(r,q,|k|) =

—r+A -1 M <1,
T+ A g+ A

as well as, for evanescent modes
rEA [Tk A
r+ A iq+ A




The algorithm we are thus led to consider is based on the following interface conditions on I'
(recall that (iq)~! = —i/q)
curl ugl X ng + %(curl rcurl p — wQI)(uELj)
= curl u}, x ng + 1 (curl reurl r — wQI)(u%,T)
| , | (12)
curl u]T+1 X ngp — é(curl reurl p — wQI)(uJTTTl)

= curl u% X ny — %(curl reurl t — wQI)(u]é,T).

As this choice entails the use of different operators in the construction of matching conditions
on the two sides of the interface, we refer to it as unsymmetric interface conditions.

Again, the best choice of the parameters pg = r and pp = iq is the one that gives a minimal
convergence rate. Once again, if |k|? = w? then p(r, g, |k|) = 1 for each r,q € R. However, in
this case an optimization procedure for the parameters can be performed separately on the
two intervals I} = (m,w_) and Iy = (wy, M), where m, M,w_ and w, are the ones introduced
in the previous section. The min-max problem we are dealing with is thus decoupled and reads

) —r 4+ A )
min max for propagative modes
reR* |klel, | T+ A
opt __
PNs = .
. —iqg+ A
min max |——— for evanescent modes
g€R* |k|els | 1q + A

which has an elegant analytical solution. We outline the solution for propagative modes, the
solution for evanescent ones being similar. With the change of variables

:10::\/w2—7|k|2

we are led to study

) x—r
min max )
réR+zel- |+ 7T
where I~ = (y/w? — w? ,Vw? —m?) = (zg,21). Since the function ¢(z,r) = 27~ is monotone
increasing for z € I~, ¢(0,7) = —1, and limy_,o @(z,7) = 1, the maximum of the modulus

is attained on the boundary of the interval. The min-max problem reduces thus to

|

We thus have that the optimal parameter for propagative modes belongs to the interval
(o, 1), and is given by

rg—7T
To+T

ryT —7T
1+

reR+ ’

min max {

roPt =\ [roz) = [(w2 —w?) (w? — m2)] 1/4. (13)

For evanescent modes, in a similar way, the change of variable z := 4/|k|?> — w?, reduces to

study the min-max problem on R* x I, where I = (y/w? — w?, vV M? — w?), whose solution
is given by
opt 2 2 2 2 1/4
¢ = (Wi - o) (M2 - )] (14)



The optimal reduction factor of the algorithm is thus given by

(w2 2 )1/4 _ (w2 _ m2)1/4

— w2 .
(W2 — W2)4 1 (2 —m2)i/s for propagative modes

RS = (15)
(M? — W?)/4 (w2 — w?)1/4 . |
(M2 — w2)1/4 + (‘*’i _ w2)1/4 or evanescent modes
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Figure 1: Convergence rate (as a function of |k|) in Fourier space of the optimized Schwarz
algorithm with symmetric (dashed line) and unsymmetric (solid line) interface conditions.

We report in Figure 1 the convergence rates p(p°Pt, |k|) and p(r°P*, ¢°P*, |k|).

3 Two domain decomposition
In the following we consider a bounded domain  C R* and the boundary value problem

curlcurlu — w?u=F in
curluxn+iwu=0 onlp (16)
uxn=20 on I'p.

where I'p and I'p are two disjoint open subsets of 9 such that Tz UT p = 9.

We decompose the domain €2 in two non overlapping subdomains €;, [ = 1,2. We set
I' = Q1 Ny and for simplicity we assume that T NTg = (). Let us set I'p; = [r N 0 and
I'p; =Tp N OSYy. We denote n; the unit normal outward vector on 0 N T.



We consider the following iterative procedure:

( curl curl JH w? JH =F in
curl u Uxm + zwuﬁ'1 =0 onI'g
< u71+ Xnp = 0 onl'p1
curl W/t x n; + curl reurl p — w?I witt
1 1 T .
L = curl u2 Xmy+ - (curl rcurl p — sz)(u%,T) on T
( curl curl w —w u]2+1 =F in Q9
curl u2 ' ny + zwu =0 on g2
< u%“ X n, =0 on PD’Q
curl )™ x ny —|— - (curl'peurl p — W2I) (!
2 2 T
— curl W/ x ns —|— curl reurl p — w2l w on T’
1 1,7

where either p; = py = p°Pt, or p; = r°P!, and py = i¢°P*, according to the choice of symmetric
or unsymmetric interface conditions. By introducing the new variables

: . 1 ; .
M = curl u} x n; + —(curl reurl 1 — wQI)(u%’T)

Y4
and )
A :=curl u] x ny + p—(curl reurl o — wQI)(u]l’T)
2
the algorithm becomes
[ curl curl 9+1 w? j+1 =F in O
) curl u Ly n; + zwuﬁ'1 0 onIg1
ujl+ xn; =0 onI'p

curl W/t x ny + o5 ((:url reurl o — wQI)(u]ltl) =X onT;

curl curl uw) ™t —w? %H F in Q9
curl u2 Ly ns + zouuﬁ'1 0 onI'go

Lt -0 T (17)
us X Ng = onlpa2

curl ug+ Xmy + - (curl reurl 0 — wQI)(u];Tl) = )\g on I’

. p— g

/\314—1 _ )\] (m + p12) (curl' reurl v — wQI)(u%tl)
. p—

)\%ﬂ = —A] (p1 + p%) (curl peurl r — WQI)(ujltl)'

3.1 Finite elements discretization

We will employ a curl-conforming finite element approximation of the problem. We can use
the first family of Nédélec finite elements in a tetrahedral mesh or in a hexaedral mesh (see
Nédélec [9]). Other possibles choices are the finite element families introduced and analysed
by Nédélec in [10].

10



Let {Tn}r>0 be a regular family of finite element meshes of €2 of elements of maximum
diameter A such that each K € 7}, is contained either in Q; or in Q5. We denote Tip the
restriction of 7, to , [ =1, 2.

Let Py, £ > 1, be the space of polynomials of degree less than or equal to k£, and denote
by P the space of homogeneous polynomials of degree k. We set

Y = {p € (PZ)?" p(x) ‘X = 0} , Ry := (Pk—1)3 SIS

Notice that (Px_1)® C Ry C (Pg)3. In order to discuss also finite elements built on hexaedra,
we also need the polynomial space

Qni,na,ns = {polyomials of maximum degree n; in 1, ny in z2, and n3 in z3}.
If {Th}n>0 is a family of tetrahedral meshes, we employ the finite element spaces
Nllfh = {vy € H(curl ;) | Vhk € R,V K € Tip}.

On the other hand, if {7, } x>0 is a family of hexaedral meshes, then the curl-conforming finite
element space that we employ is given by

Nfy = {vy, € H(curl ;) | Vi € Qe—tbk X Qrh—1k X Qrp—1 V K € Tip}.
Now we consider the spaces
Xl,h = {Vh € Nl]fh | vpxn =0 in PD,l}-

A mesh 75, of €; induces a mesh on I' in the sense that the faces of the elements in 7;
that lie on I' obey the usual finite elements meshing constraints. Since we have matching
grids in the interface, 71, and 735 induce the same partition of I'. Moreover the tangential
component of an element of IV, l’fh on I" lies in the appropriate two—dimensional analogue of the

set leh (that is just the rotated of the Raviart-Thomas finite elements space). Let us denote
Y}, the finite elements space induced on I' by the tangential components of functions of Ny .

Let {Wﬁ}f\gl be a base of X;j and {q;};"; the corresponding base of Y},. For simplicity we
assume that these bases are such that q; = wy,_p4i, for i =1,...,n, 1 =1,2. We consider
the matrices 4;, [ = 1,2 and S with entries

(A)ij = /Q (curl wé- - curl wl — w2w§- - wh) +iw W;,T . wfﬁ 1<4,5 <N
1 TR,

Sij = /(Curlr(churl rqg; —w’qj-q;) 1<4,j<n.
r
Moreover we conside the matrices
Bl c ]RnXNl Bl — [0 I]

where 0 denotes the n x (N; — n) matrix with all zero entries, and I is the n x n identity
matrix. By and Bs are the trace operators of domains 21 and 5 on the interface I'. Finally
let us consider the vectors

(fl)j:/ F-wh 1<j<N.
97

Then, the discrete analogous of algorithm (17) reads:

11



Algorithm 1 Given A? € C*, for 5 >0 solve
1 . .
(A + EBZTSI)UlJ“ =fL + B/ Al
forl =1, 2 and then set

o .
M =M+ (& +4) sBuft,

J+1 _ J 1 1 J+1
M =M+ (4 L) sl

Denoting R; = A; + p%BlTSl and g; = Rflfl this algorithm can be rewritten as

A=A+ (p% + p%) $By(g2 + Ry ' BT A))

(18)
A = AL+ (£ + L) SBi + Ry 'BTAY),
which is a fixed point iteration to solve the linear system
1 1 T p—1
I I— (p—l + p—2) SB; Ry By Ay ( 11 SB1g1
(L _)
1,1 Tp-1 A L SB
1-(&+%)sBIR "By I 2 282
(19)

As done in [6], instead of solving the fixed point iteration (18) one can use a Krylov subspace
method directly on the substructured problem (19). This corresponds to use the optimized
Schwarz method as a preconditioner for the Krylov subspace method.

Algorithm 2 Solve (19) using GMRES.

Notice that when the GMRES method is applied to the linear system (19), each multipli-
cation of the matrix
1, 1 T p-1
e I I—(p—1+p—2>SBQR2 By
: 1,1 T p—1
T- (& + %) SBYR' By I

by a vector requires the solution of two local problems of the type Rix =b, [ =1, 2.

4 Numerical Experiments

In this section we validate the interface conditions proposed in the previous sections by means
of some numerical tests. For the implementation we have used MATLABTM 6.5. We compare
the performance of the two type of interface conditions for both algorithm 1 and 2. To solve
the non hermitian linear systems of the form Rjx = b, [ = 1,2, we use the COCG algorithm
proposed in [13].

The computational domain throughout this section will be

Q=10,2] x [0,1] x [0,1],

12



in which we consider the following problem:

curl curlu — w?u=F in [0,2] x [0,1] x [0,1]
uxn=0 on {y =0}, {y=1}, {z=0}, {z=1} (20)
curluxn +iwu, =0 on {z =0}, {z =2}.

We take w = 57. The function F is chosen such that the exact solution u is the gradient of
the function ¥ = (2 — z)y(1 — y)z(1 — 2).

We employ curl-conforming linear finite elements in a uniform hexaedral mesh and we
perform the computations with the optimized parameters p°Pt, r°P', and ¢°P' as defined in
the previous sections.

4.1 Influence of the mesh size

In this first series of tests we decompose €2 into two equal subdomains, 1 = [0, 1]x[0, 1]x[0, 1],
and Q9 = [1,2] x [0,1] x [0, 1].

. h=1/8 . h=1/12
10 T T T T T T 10 T T T T T T T T
5 Iter S % 5 Iter S

&~ Krylov NS

- Krylov NS

10° + 10° -

,ﬂ

S
"
S

residual (log)
w
5

residual (log)
5

,ﬂ

S
"
S

10° - 10° -

107 . . . . . . . 1070 . . . . . . . . .
o 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 o 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

iterations iterations

h=1/20

10

10
10° - 10°
107

107 -

10"+ 10+

residual (log)
residual (log)

10° - 10° -

10° - 10°

. . . . . . . 1070 . . . . . .
o 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 o 20 40 60 80 100 120 140
iterations iterations

1070

Figure 2: Convergence history of the different algorithms for different mesh sizes: from top
left h=1/8, h=1/12, h=1/16, h = 1/20.

In Table 1 we report the number of iteration required to achive a residual vector of norm
less than 10~7. We compare the four algorithms for different meshsizes. In Figure 2 we
report the convergence histories of the four algorithms for a fixed mesh size, and in Figure 3
we report the convergence histories of each algorithm with respect to the mesh size.
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Figure 3: Convergence history of the different algorithms with respect to the mesh size:
from top left Iterative Symmetric, Iterative Non-Symmetric, Krylov Symmetric, Krylov Non-
Symmetric

h Iterative S | Iterative NS | Krylov S | Krylov NS
1/8 35 36 9 14
1/12 36 41 11 17
1/16 55 63 12 19
1/20 7 111 12 21

Table 1: Iteration counts for different algorithms and different meshsizes

The most efficient method is the Krylov one with symmetric interface condition. The
speed-up of the Krylov accelerations is remarkable for both symmetric and unsymmetric
interface conditions (no wonder in that). Evidence is that the symmetric interface condition
(i.e. the use of the same operator on both sides of the interface) provides a faster convergence,
which becomes more evident for small values of h (see Figure 2).

4.2 Influence of the position of the interface

In the previous tests the two subdomains where symmetric with respect to the interface. In
the second series of tests we compare the performance of the four algorithms when the position
of the interface changes. We choose h = 1/12, and we consider two different positions of the
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interface, at x = 1/3, and z = 2/3, yielding the following decompositions:
0= [Oa 1/3] X [Oa 1]27 Qy = [1/352] X [Oa 1]2

and

Q1 =1[0,2/3] x [0,1]%, Q2 =[2/3,2] x [0,1]%.
We report in Table 2 the iteration counts for the four algorithms, which appear to be quite
insensitive to the position of the interface, and, consequentely, to the size of the subdomains.
We stop the iterations when the residual error has norm less that 10~7. Only the Krylov
algorithm with symmetric interface conditions shows a certain increase in the number of
iteration, which is in any case low: this algorithm remains in fact the fastest one.

O Tterative S | Iterative NS | Krylov S | Krylov NS
[0,1/3] x [0, 1]? 37 43 15 17
[0,2/3] x [0, 1]? 36 41 14 17

[0,1] x [0,1]? 36 41 11 17

Table 2: Iteration counts for different position of the interface, h = 1/12

5 Other interface conditions used in DDM methods for the
harmonic Maxwell’s system

In this section we give a brief survey of other interface conditions proposed in literature for the
harmonic Maxwell system, always in the framework of non—overlapping domain decomposition
methods. We apply to these interface conditions the analysis we made in Section 2 and we
note that for all of them the iterative procedure (6) fails to converge, in the presence of
evanescent modes. We will keep throughout this section the notations used in Section 2.

B. Despres - P. Joly - J.E. Roberts [5]

The earliest non-overlapping domain decomposition algorithm for Maxwell system has been
proposed in [5], where the interface operator is given by

SB = ST = wl. (21)

In [5], the authors, considering a decomposition into an arbitrary number of subdomains and
a boundary condition of radiative type at finite distance, show that the proposed algorithm
converges weakly in H(curl ,Q;), (j = 1,..,N) to the solution of the single domain problem,
and that uj and curl u} X n converge to u; and curl u; X n respectively. The convergence
properties of this algorithm depend heavily on the boundary condition, as it allows to control
the energy on the outer boundaries by means of the energy on the inner ones.

For the interface operator (21) the Fourier analysis shows that the iterative procedure (6)
converges only for propagative modes, while for the evanescent ones the convergence rate is
exactly 1.

In fact, in this case we have Mp = My = N?, where

1 K2 — k2 2%k

Ne——
A +iw)?2 | 2kike k3 -k |°
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and the eigenvalues of N are

+ |k?
=t —F.
# A+ iw)?
If |k|? < w? then A = iy/w? — k[ and
‘k|2 w2

+
= < <1
Yy e W ey R

On the other hand if |k|? > w? then X is real and

L
A2+ w?

|uE| =

Thus, the algorithm (4) with the interface conditions proposed in [5] does not converge for
evanescent modes. However, the boundary condition (a radiation at finite distance) considered
by the authors does not allow evenescent modes to come into the system: thus, the above
result is not in contradiction with their work.

P. Chevalier [2]

To improve the convergence of the algorithm introduced in [5], P. Chevalier proposed in his
thesis [2] the use of the interface operator

Sp = St = iwl + (curl rcurl r, (22)

¢ € C being a complex parameter to be tuned, which consists in adding to Després’ interface
conditions a space derivative of second order in the direction tangential to the interface,
following what is done in literature for Helmholtz equations (see for instance [2] and [6]).

In [2] there is neither an accurate analysis of the algorithm, nor a clear tuning of the parameter
¢, and we show here that, differently from the case of Helmholtz equation, the use of the second
order transmission condition does not guarantee convergence for evanescent modes.

In fact, we have again Mp = My = N?, with

N = [R— T+ MR+ iwl)] =R+ w?I + A(CR + iwl)]
= [(A+ DR+ (iIdw — W) I]7HA = DR+ (idw + w?)].

If A # +1
Il

_)\C—l[ iAw—wQI]—l[ iIdw + w?
YN X +1 M —1

Setting a = ”3\“(’:1‘1’2 and b = Zﬁ“é‘t“fz,

N = 2=YR+al) Y(R+0bI)

A—1 1 k’% +a  kiko k% +b —kiko
AC+1 alk[?+a? klkz k% +a —klk'g k‘% +b

N k?b+k3a+ab  —kika(a —b)
T XFLakPre® | —kiky(a—b)  k2a+ k2b+ab
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k%b+k§a+ab —k1k2(a/ — b)
—kiko(a —b)  kia+ k3b+ ab
v~ = b(|k|? + a), hence the eigenvalues of N are

The eigenvalues of the matrix are y© = a(|k|? + b) and

b oM -LEPHD X -1b iddw
I YN AP s VONTE s W

It is now easy to observe that when A is real |p | = 1, and the algorithm does not converge
for evanescent modes.

F. Collino - G. Delbue - P. Joly - A. Piacentini [3]

The Fourier analysis in Section 2 (Proposition 1 and Remark 1) shows that the operator
linking n X u X n to curl u X n is

T (curl u x n) + (w? —curlrcurlt)n x u x n = 0, (23)

where 7 is a pseudodifferential operator corresponding, in the Fourier space, to the multi-
plication by A(|k|) = 1/|k|? — w?: due to its non-locality, this operator cannot be used in
practice.

Another interface condition, based on a zero-th order Taylor expansion of the function A(|k|)
in the neighborhood of |k| = 0, has then been proposed in [3], where the interface operators
are given by

. o —
Sp=8r=—iws(I+ —curl peurl r)- (24)
w
Taking o = —1 this interface condition coincides with our symmetric interface conditions for

p = zg If B8 € R then Rep = 0 and we have from Section 2.1 that p = 1 for evanescent

modes.

Notice however that the authors assume /w? — |k[? ~ w, which amounts to take into
account, at once, only propagative modes, and, among them, only the ones with very small
space frequency. Our approach differs a fortiori from this latter one, since we do not impose
any restriction on the spatial frequency |k|2.

Numerical experiments

In Figure 4 we compare the convergence history of the iterative procedure with the following
interface conditions: optimized symmetric (i.e. (7) with py = pp given by (10)), optimized
unsymmetric (i.e. (7) with pp = r and pr = ig, 7 given in (13) and ¢ given in (14)), the
interface condition (21) and the one introduced by P. Chevalier (22) with { = i/2w. We apply
them to the model problem (20) and also to a similar one with a radiation condition on the
whole boundary

curl curlu — w?u =F in Q =[0,2] x [0,1] x [0,1]
(25)
curluxn +iwu, =0 on 09).

We plot the residual for the first 80 iterations since its norm is greater that 1078, For
the model problem (20) the interface conditions (21) and (22) do not converge (note that the
boundary condition in (20) differs from the one considered in [5]). For the model problem
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Problem (20) h=1/12 Problem (25) h=1/12
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Figure 4: Convergence history for different interface conditions: Iterative algorithm.

Problem (20) h=1/12

—5- Optimized Symmetric
—— Optimized Non Symmetric
— - Int. Cond. (21)

—6— Int. Cond. (22)

residual (log)
5
r
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iterations

Figure 5: Convergence history for different interface conditions: Krylov algorithm.

(25) the convergence of the four algorithms is very slow. In this case the fastest one is the
one that uses the optimized unsymmetric interface conditions.

Finally, in Figure 5 we compare the convergence hystories for the different interface condi-
tions when the Krylov algorithm is applied to problem (20). Notice that none of the interface
conditions (21) and (22) has been previously used in such a framework. All algorithms con-
verge, and the ones with optimized conditions are faster. In this case the fastest one is the
one that uses the optimized symmetric interface conditions.

6 Conclusions

We proposed and analyzed two families of second order interface conditions to be used in the
framework of non-overlapping domain decomposition methods for the time—harmonic Maxwell
equations. These conditions have been derived by means of a Fourier analysis: the first family
depends on a complex parameter while the second family depends on two real parameters.
These parameters have been optimized, by minimizing the convergence rate of the method.
The resulting interface operators have been applied to two different algorithms in the case
of a two domains decomposition: the first algorithm is an iterative procedure of fixed point
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type and the second one is a Krylov subspace method. The numerical solution of some test
problems has been addressed in order to validate the two algorithms: in both cases we ob-
tained a convergent method. In particular, the Krylov subspace procedure, based on GMRES
iterations, appears to be very efficient. Finally, we compared these optimized interface condi-
tions with other conditions proposed in literature: evidence is that the optimized conditions
provide more efficient and robust algorithms.
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